Gun Sports
October 1st, 2017 Stephen Paddock fired more than 1,100 rounds in to the Route 91 Harvest Music Festival in Las Vegas.  June 17th, 2015 Dylann Roof conducted a mass shooting in the Charleston church.  June 12th 2016 Omar Mateen killed 49 people inside the Pulse club in Orlando Florida. February 14th, 2018 Nikolas Cruz killed 17 people at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. April 3rd, 2018 Nasim Aghdam opened fire at the YouTube headquarters in Sand Diego. All of these killings have led to outrage, endless protests and cries for government action. With all this chaos, only one thing can save us: The UFL (Ultimate Firearm League).

The NRA was originally founded in Great Britain but transitioned to the United States in the 19th century to encourage shooting on a “scientific basis”. This then grew into an origination of over 5 million members, with the lowest membership being $30 a year (so roughly $150 million dollars generated per year of memberships alone). That’s a lot of influence, but it’s no secret that the United States has always been fascinated with the idea of guns and have pumped this content relentlessly though out our media. Everything from your favorite action flick to, shit even Elmer Fudd had a rifle.  Instead of resisting this infatuation, why not embrace it? 
I understand the call for stricter gun laws, but with no financial incentive to do so, I can’t imagine our government is in any immediate hurry to do so. I also understand the logic behind it, but take into consideration this logic: according to gunfacts.info, there are approximately 100,000 people convicted of "unlicensed operation of a motor vehicle each year." This implies that just because you enforce a stricter license, it doesn’t eliminate the problem. Also chew on this idea, when has making anything illegal or difficult to access in this country ever prevented the prevalence of it in society? In the cases mentioned above, the majority of them were done with registered weapons. I think I can safely say you don’t want more killings done by unmarked guns. At least now you can follow a receipt. 
Yes, it’s easy to point out that other countries don’t have this issue, but I would argue that those other countries aren’t one of the world’s strongest militaries either. So what’s the problem? Mental illness? Sure, but that’s a broad and unjust narrative when you look at all killings done by guns in this country. Bad parenting? Okay, but you show me a perfect parent and I’ll show you a narcissist. I would argue the problem is our unwillingness to collaborate. 
Growing up in a dysfunctional home, I was blessed with the gift of “anger issues”. I found myself lashing out and seeking retaliation for the smallest of offenses. I carried this burden through my adult year until I decided to channel this energy into learning how to box. One would speculate that skilled violence would lead to more violence, but in my case the opposite occurred. I understood that in a fight, anger could be my downfall and developed a respect for all of my opponents because the reality is although I could hurt and beat up some, others could just as easily beat up and hurt me.

Granted this is very anecdotal, but this same disciple was also developed in the UFC (Ultimate Fighting Championship). Upon its inception, it was deemed barbaric and illegal to host no holds barred cage fighting back in 1993. The immediate impression of this event by many media outlets and Arizona senator John McCain was that MMA was “human cockfighting” and it was banned in all but three states in the US.  Today, the UFC, and MMA are household terms and contrary to popular belief has produced less injuries that the NFL or the WBC according to researchers at the University of Alberta’s Sather Sports Medicine Clinic who discovered that while MMA fighters are more likely than boxers to experience minor but visible injuries like bruises or contusions, they are less likely to receive the injuries that matter long-term in one’s health; things like concussions, head trauma, unconsciousness, eye and facial injuries and broken bones. 
Before I continue to my idea of the Ultimate Firearm League, it’s important to note, shooting sporting events have been included in the Olympics since 1896 which the NRA is already heavily involved in. So what would the UFL look like? Off the top of my head I’m thinking: teams of 7 from 12 to 13 cities who compete in 3 divisions (long range, short range and combat). You NASCAR their jerseys creating a visibility of liabilities, hold the events in an arena football venue, and broadcast it on one of those obscure sporting channels right after curling. By doing this, guns are no longer a government issue and now must walk the tiny tight rope of public perception because there is money on the line and everyone has their hands in the pot. If they want the sport to grow, the athletes have to be received as role models. Now the NRA doesn’t have to speak through the slithering four million dollar suit of the politician and instead have the voice and charisma of “Bullseye” Willie telling the kids, “don’t shoot for free, be a range man, like me”. Just think of the talent pool you would have: former military, reformed criminals, ole Jim Bob, all with the chance to display their skills against the elite of the world. Now that’s good television. 

Facilitating a responsibility to their consumers and encouragement of participation simultaneously is the key to reform, not polarizing opposition. That ladies and gentleman is compromise. My experience has shown me when you make an outlet available and you introduce education and discipline, the support and occurrence of adverse actions lessens. I wouldn’t consider myself an action star or Billy Bad Azz, but I have shot a gun before. Although, admittedly they had some pretty controversial targets for me to shoot at, the people there were just that, people. They had their views, they had their opinions, but one thing we had in common was safety; safety for others and each other. I fear if we as a society, more specifically liberals, continue to demonize the people who want to uphold our second amendment, all that that will ensue is continued conflict and in the meantime, people will continue to die meaninglessly.  

